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are typical of the mentality and the methods of the Nazi rulers. They
carry with them certain lessons and practical conclusions which all
States anxious for their independence and security should draw with-
out delay, faced as they are with a Germany intoxicated by success
and which, abandoning the line of racial claims, is plunging forward
into sheer imperialism.

The operation to which Czechoslovakia has just fallen a victim
bears to an even greater degree than former coups the characteristic
marks of Nazi action: cynicism and treachery in conception, secrecy
in preparation and brutality in execution.

At Munich, the Nazi leaders and the Fiihrer himself had laid great
stress on the impossibility for Germans and Czechs to live together
in the same State; they had urged the implacable and age-long hatred
of the Czechs for everything German; they had asserted that the
maintenance of peace depended on a line being drawn strictly between
the two nationalities; they had managed to convince Lord Runciman
of this necessity whilst protesting on the other hand that they had
no wish to incorporate alien elements in the Reich. It was in virtue
of these principles that the negotiators assembled in the Bavarian
capital had compelled the Prague Government to hand over territories
in which the German population was predominant. In exchange,
Czechoslovakia was to receive an international guarantee of her new
frontiers, a guarantee in which Germany herself would take part.

Actually, it very soon appeared, during the work of the Inter-
national Commission at Berlin at the beginning of October, that the
German negotiators were guided far more by strategical than by ethno-
graphical considerations. The numerous interventions of the
Wehrmachts Oberkommando during the course of these negotiations
showed that the German leaders intended above all to draw a frontier
which would deprive Czechoslovakia of all her natural defences and
fortifications, and would reduce her to complete military impotence.
Indeed, the boundaries which the Prague Government had to accept
in October meant the inclusion of 850,000 Czechs within the Reich.

To-day there is no further question of the separation of Czechs
from Germans, which was claimed to be so indispensable to peace
in the Danube basin and in Europe. Completely reversing her tactics,
Germany has again brought into being that German-Czech amalgama-
tion, the elements of which she had declared last September to be
incompatible. Whereas a few months ago, she was saying that the
co-existence of these two racial groups was an impossibility, she now
claims to show that such a co-existence is entirely natural, that it can
be historically justified and that it is the result of certain economic
and geographical necessities. There is no further question of the
implacable and age-long hatred between Germans and Czechs: on
the contrary, it is held that the two peoples can and must live in
harmony together inside one political community.

The Munich Agreements, therefore, were for the Nazi rulers nothing
but a means of disarming Czechoslovakia before annexing it. It
would, perhaps, be going rather far to assert that the Fiihrer had